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Celebrating Buddha’s birthday see page 8

SJSU splits doubleheader on senior day see page 4

Assistant director to LGBT Lofgren fights rates
Resource Center presents
inclusive petition to Reed
by Megan Mills
Staff Writer

Bonnie Sugiyama, assistant director
of the SJSU Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender Resource Center, declined
to give support for the same-sex marriage petition to Mayor Chuck Reed on
April 27 because it excludes other members of the Queer community, so she revised an original.

“For better or worse,
same-sex marriage
language is
controversial in
Queer circles in being
to friendly to all
couples. They make no
mention of bisexual or
transgender rights.”
-Bonnie Sugiyama, assistant director
of SJSU LGBT Resource Center
She proposed the petition, drawn
up for Mayor Reed to sign, asking for
same-sex marriage rights for all sexual
orientations and gender identities, not
just gay and lesbian couples.
Sugiyama expanded an initial petition for Marriage Equality of Silicon
Valley that was sent to her so she could
explicitly include the entire Queer
community.
Currently, it’s a national movement
to get city mayors to support same- sex
marriage, Sugiyama said.
“For better or for worse, same-sex
marriage language is controversial in
Queer circles in being friendly to all

couples,” Sugiyama said. “They make
no mention of bisexual or transgender
rights.”
As a leader of the LBGT center at
SJSU, she said she doesn’t want to support a movement that is polarizing.
“I don’t want to sign on to something
that excludes members of our own
group,” Sugiyama said. “I declined the
invitation because the document is not
inclusive of all sexual orientations and
gender identities.”
She said the greater Queer community has been excluded from gay and
lesbian politics too many times in their
movements.
“If Bonnie has taught us queer student leaders anything, it would to be to
see, promote and stand up for everyone,
not just our specific demographic,” said
Total Nguyen, Queer & Asian Chair. “I
believe that we should be as efficient as
possible with any legislation, and get
rights for as many folks as possible not
just lesbian or gay orientations.”
“Mayor Reed, as San Jose’s gay and
lesbian residents and leaders and their
friends, families and allies, we call
upon you to make a public declaration
of your commitment to protect samesex couples and their families fully and
equally,” state the petition.
Andrea Chan, a junior majoring in
psychology, supports same-sex marriage and said she accepts that people
have different preferences.
“People shouldn’t judge based on
their own lifestyle,” Chan said. “It’s an
individual’s choice they have the right
to make.”
Sugiyama said one of the things
that’s strange about the same-sex marriage debate is the role of transgender
people.
She said the LBGT Center tries hard
to have people identify themselves instead of label themselves.
“I have a girl who wants to marry
her partner, and legally right now her
gender is male and can legally marry
her partner currently,” Sugiyama said.
“Once she changes her gender she
won’t be able to marry the same person,
and why should that matter, because it’s
still the same person.”

Zoe Lofgren speaks to students at SJSU during a rally against the potential student loan interest increase by the
federal government. Photo By Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

by Julie Tran
Staff Writer

SJSU hosted a press conference
with U.S. Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren and several university officials,
including President Mohammed
Qayoumi, in regards to the Senate’s
proposed bill that would double student loan interest rates on July 1.
The bill would increase interest rates from 3.4 percent to 6.8
percent.
Fifty people, including 20 stu-

dents, attended the event to hear
about the Lofgren’s plans to prevent
the bill.
“Students need to speak up, tell
their stories and take action,” Lofgren said in her speech.
Nazmun Naher, a graduating
senior majoring in computer engineering, is anxious about the loan
payments she has to make after
leaving SJSU.
“I took out $5,000 in loans,” Naher said. “I’m worried about having
to pay (the increased rates) for my

loans as soon as I graduate.”
Manuel Salazar, assistant director of the Academic Support Program for Increased Retention in Education (ASPIRE), said the possible
doubling of student loans can hurt
students’ goals to pursue higher
education.
“We’re constantly fighting to increase graduation rates and retention for low income or first-generation students,” Salazar said.

SEE LOFGREN PAGE 3

SJSU athletics leaving WAC to join Mountain West Conference
by Scott Semmler
Sports Editor

SJSU Interim Athletics Director Marie Tuite smiles during the Spartan Athletics Press
Conference on Friday as she announces the university’s official acceptance to join
the Mountain West Conference. Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily

SJSU made it official on Friday — it will be making the move
from the Western Athletic Conference to the Mountain West Conference for all sports beginning on
July 1, 2013.
“We are pleased to announce the
addition of San José State University and Utah State University to the
ranks of the Mountain West,” said
Mountain West Commissioner Craig
Thompson in a formal statement on
Friday. “As we have developed the
strategy for the future of the Conference, the long-standing rivalries
with our current members and the
fit within our geographic footprint
made these two institutions the optimal choices to strengthen our membership and position ourselves for
the next steps.”
Utah State was also invited to
join the MWC and also held a press
conference on Friday, announc-

ing that they would accept the
conference’s invitation along with
SJSU.
SJSU Athletics has been a part of
the WAC since 1996, but recent happenings have caused the conference
to deteriorate, which left the Spartans potentially without a conference in which to compete
After months of speculation,
which included a tour of the SJSU
campus by Thompson in late March,
the MWC extended an invitation to
the Spartans early last week to join
the expanding conference.
In 2013, the MWC will be home
to 10 teams, including former conference-mates Nevada, Fresno State
and Utah State.
“Today is an exciting day for
Spartan athletics and for San Jose
State University,” said SJSU president Mohammad Qayoumi at Friday’s press conference. “The Mountain West Conference and SJSU
are great matches. Moving to the
Mountain West renews our na-

tional, historic and regional rivalries
with Hawaii and Nevada.”
Interim director of athletics Marie
Tuite acknowledged that the invitation was a relief for nearly everyone
involved.

SEE ATHLETICS PAGE 4
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Leadership Gala honors student involvement

SpartaGuide

by Greg Nelson

Today

Staff Writer

Last Thursday was the first
Student Leadership Gala, which
honored students leaders at
SJSU.
Associated Students gave out
the A.S. 55 awards, which honored students on campus for
their contributions and leadership in the community as well
as their involvement at SJSU, according to Kelli Williams, the associated executive director with,
who was part of the planning
committee of the event.
The student organization
awards, which include all the
clubs, organizations, and Greek
houses on campus, were given
out by student involvement.
The solidarity network includes the Mosaic Cross Cultural
Center and the Cesar E. Chavez
Community Action Center
which holds a recognition at the
end of each year for all of their
graduating student staff and the
staff members that support those
departments, said Williams.
Although this is the first
Student Leadership Gala with
the three groups collaborating,
each group would have their
own award ceremony at the
end of the year as they have in
the past.
“The Student Leadership
Gala is a collaborative event
with the Associated Students,
the student involvement department and also the solidarity network,” Williams said. “So
it’s basically a group of awards
being given to each of those
areas.”

“It’s great, I’m really
glad student
leadership
recognizes
students from
different parts of
the university.”
-Theresa Sweet,
senior sociology major

Money Management & Cheap Thrills Workshop
12 p.m. to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 100H

Tuesday, May 8
Money Management & Cheap Thrills Workshop
2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Clark Hall, room 100H
Presented by the Peer Mentor Center

Wednesday, May 9
Summer Vibrations Fair
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Campus Village Courtyard
Presented by Spartan Shops
Free food samples, a raffle and live music

Thursday, May 10
A.S. controller Leroy Madarang, right, and homecoming queen Adessa Kiryakos, left, hand out awards to
recognize students for their leadership efforts on Thursday. Photo By Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

After the keynote address
the awards began with the 40
award recipients, who were
called to attention for their
leadership on campus.
There was an intermission
after these awards were handed out which had performances by three groups including
the Pride of the Pacific Islands,
King Library Rockers and
Grupo Folklorico Luna y Sol.
One of the Solidarity Network Recognition winners
was Theresa Sweet, a sociology senior, who was awarded not only for her work in
the Peers in PRIDE, but also
for her work in the Cesar E.
Chavez Community Action
Center.
“It’s great,” Sweet said. “I’m
really glad student leadership recognizes students from
different
parts
of
the
university.
She said she plans to work
after graduating and then go
back for her master’s degree.
The Robert and Ellen Baron
Student Leadership Award

went to Yan Yin Choy, an environmental studies senior who
was also honored for her work
as a community intern in the
Women’s Resource Center.
“I am very honored and
humbled to have won this
award,” Choy said.
She said that this was not
something that she could have
done herself and thanked
community for having faith
in her.
The Robert and Ellen Baron
Student Leadership Award is
awarded to students who have
completed 50 units of coursework with a GPA of 3.0 or better and demonstrated excellence in leadership, academics
and community service.
The big winner of the night
was Jeffery Chan, a kinesiology senior who won the Vice
President of Student Affairs’
Award for Exemplary Leadership and Service.
He also accepted the award
for Outstanding New Program
for co-founding the Kinesiology Ambassadors club.

“It’s a little overwhelming,”
Chan said. “I generally work
pretty hard, but I’m still not used
to be in the spotlight, it’s a little
weird. My career goal (is) physical therapy. I’m a kinesiology
major but I’m getting into physical therapy (because) I want to
improve people’s lives through
physical therapy.”
Williams said she hopes for
the future success of this event
in the coming years.
“Instead of having things segmented we really wanted to collaborate and make this an event
that we can continue on as a tradition on the campus,” Williams
said.

Silicon Valley Leader’s Symposium:
Secretary Norman Y. Mineta
9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
City Hall West Wing 119-121
Presented by SJSU’s Center for Community
Learning & Leadership, SJSU’s Center for Faculty
Development and CommUniversity

SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge.
The deadline to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired
publication date. Entry forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send
emails to spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space
restrictions may require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not
guaranteed. Entries are printed in order of which they are received.
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CEOs discuss global commerce
by Rebecca Duran
Staff Writer

A presentation about the different aspects of international
business took place for students
interested in international programs in Boccardo Business
Complex on Friday.
About 30 students attended the event in the Global Leadership Advancement
Center, aimed to teach them
about the different aspects of
international business and traveling to other countries.
“I’ve been around campus
long enough to know the different programs and which ones
are globally related,” said Jeffrey
Gaines, a management of information systems lecturer and
organizer of the event.
He said he thinks it’s more
effective to get people who are
serious about the topic in small
groups rather than have an
auditorium with a large amount
of people`.
“I’m looking for a really focused group of people for the
Passport Program,” he said.
He said the Passport
Program is for a group of students who have a passion for
global work.
They receive a passport after
completing certain tasks, such
as learning a foreign language
and studying abroad.
The speakers were Bill
Walsh and Brian Rauschhuber,
who both have experience in
global commerce.

Walsh is the former president of PeopleSoft, a former
business instructor at SJSU
and CEO/COO of multiple
companies.
Rauschhuber worked for
Apple for 25 years, directing
worldwide operations, as well
as European and American operations.
He is now the CEO at MAD
Maps Inc. and president of Synacity Inc.
Walsh talked about the good
and bad aspects of starting
global companies and traveling
constantly.
“There’s really good variety
in what you do in your job,” he
said.
He also explained the factors
in what creates success in the
global world.
He said empathy has the
highest correlation with success and elaborated on the importance of cultural tolerance
in whichever country one travels to.
“I want to be open and understanding,” he said. “Listening is important, as well as
watching expressions and body
movements.”
Rauschhuber talked about
how global supply and demand
has changed so rapidly because
of new technology, and that
there is a continuing shift in international business.
He also talked about his
startup “Community Veterans
Project,” which he said he created to help combat post traumat-

ic stress disorder by training
local law enforcement to recognize the signs of a distressed
soldier home from combat.
After the presentations,
students were given the chance
to ask the two men questions
about, for example, their views
on bribery while doing business
with clients and the differences
in how Silicon Valley views the
world compared to how the rest
of the world views it.
“I always take the opportunity to see guest speakers on
campus that have professional
work experience,” said Thomas
Peters, a senior music performance major.
He said it’s valuable to
learn from their experiences,
and found out about the event
through his AIESEC newsletter (a student organization focused on leadership and global
learning).
“I think it’s a chance to
share, “ Rauschhuber said.
“Who knows, maybe the next
smart startup guy is here — the
next Steve Jobs.”
He said students might
have a preconceived notion of
business, and that he and Walsh
offer different perspectives of
what’s going on in the world
today.
Both men stressed the the
fact that Silicon Valley has
much more diversity and much
more enthusiasm about traveling.
“’Global’ is part of every
aspect of your life,” Walsh said.

THE CLASSES
YOU NEED!
tFulfill Major & General
Education Requirements
tOpen Sections
tOnline Classes
tLow Fees

For SJSU to West Valley College
course to course articulation,
GO TO: www.assist.org
Summer Session starts
June 4 and June 18
Fall Semester starts

August 27

westvalley.edu
Create your future!
14000 Fruitvale Avenue,
4BSBUPHB $"t
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Scavengers in India find livelihood through garbage in landfills
by McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

NEW DELHI — The children didn’t notice the ravens
and occasional vulture circling
overhead, or the stream of
black ooze that flowed nearby,
or the inescapable stench of
decay. They were squealing
over a 4-cent ride on a small,
hand-powered Ferris wheel.
The kids are growing
up in New Delhi’s 70-acre
Ghazipur landfill, a post-apocalyptic world where hundreds
of pickers climb a 100-foothigh trash pile daily, dodging
and occasionally dying beneath belching bulldozers that
reshape the putrid landscape.
On “trash mountain,” families earn $1 to $2 a day slogging
through
waist-deep
muck. But the residents also
marry, have children on their
dirt floors, pray and celebrate
life’s other milestones.
“I am very proud to be a rag
picker; we keep you healthy,”
said Jai Prakash Choudhary,
who has spent years scouring Delhi’s dumps in search
of cast-off bottles, metal, even
human hair.
An outgrowth of India’s
rapidly expanding middle
class with its embrace of Western-style consumerism is ever
more waste: New Delhi produces about 9,200 tons of trash
daily, up 50 percent from 2007.
The garbage is expected to
double by 2024, leaving Ghazipur and two other landfills
overflowing.
That’s afforded the country’s 1.7 million rag pickers
— with 350,000 in New Delhi
alone — more pickings, allowing some to dream of one
day joining those middle-class
ranks.
Rising expectations and
hunger for a better life are
seen in small ways at Ghazipur, charity workers said.
Children balk at donations of
unfashionable clothing. Twentysomethings sport stylish
haircuts. Many listen to the
latest pop tunes on cheap cellphones.
Choudhary is a symbol of
that slow rise to the middle
class, the desire for more. The
rag picker, who’s in his 30s, ran
for councilman in this month’s
municipal elections here. Although he lost, his candidacy

is an inspiration to other rag
pickers, and he’s promised to
try again in a continuing effort
to fight for their rights.
“Dirt comes from the top,”
Choudhary said. “Politics is a
noble profession, but Indian
politicians are not. I won’t disappoint people.”
The first rung for many,
including Choudhary, is trash
mountain. Most of those living in the shanties ringing the
garbage dump are Muslims
from impoverished central
Bihar state or illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, who
learn quickly which wholesalers will pay the most for their
trash, how to scratch out a few
feet of living space, where to
scrounge for water and power.
In the trickle-down world
of trash, they’re at the bottom.
Because New Delhi has no real
door-to-door waste-collection
system, the most “desirable”
refuse is snapped up by domestic workers or neighborhood pickers, who then take
the leftovers to select waste
sites around the city. From
there, trash trucks dump the
rest at Ghazipur, where residents pick over the leavings.
“No one wants to be here
if they can help it,” said Ram
Karan, 35, as several sheep
munched on trash nearby. “It’s
a necessary evil.”
Residents jealously guard
their small, makeshift homes,
including Sheikh Habibullah,
who was busy rebuilding his
after a fire razed the neighborhood, crafting a door from a
Bollywood poster board.
His two-room hut, with
dirt floors, rice-bag walls and
a palm-leaf roof, houses six
family members. Half their $60
monthly earnings go to a local
boss for “rent” and permission
to siphon off city electricity
powering a single light bulb.
“In the slums, you always
get ripped off,” said Bharati
Chaturvedi, director of Chintan, a charity focused on
waste-pickers.
Once collected, trash is
sorted, often by children, into
piles up to 12 feet high: plastic
bottles, cups, bottle caps, bent
cutlery. Buyers pay 5 cents
a pound for plastic bags and
$18 per pound for human hair,
used in wigs.
Some finer points of picker
etiquette: Don’t talk to bull-

Rag pickers scavenge for food and recyclable materials inside Delhi’s 70-acre, 100-foot high Ghazipur landfill. Men, women and children slog
through the muck to hunt for items that generally earn them less than 2 dollars each day. Photo courtesy of Rick Loomis / MCT

dozer drivers — everyone has a
job to do — and scrounge only
what’s in front of you.
“Getting tricky leads to turf
fights,” said Habibullah, 30, in
brown pants, black flip flops
and an imitation gold chain.
“Otherwise, there’s no real
skill. It’s not exactly silver
mining.”
Child labor is rife, as is gastrointestinal illness. Cancer,
birth defects and asthma rates
are high. Milk from dairies
ringing the landfill — alongside
several slaughterhouses and a
crematorium — is tinged with
lead and dioxin. Most can’t
afford a change of clothes, let
alone a doctor.
“We bathe under the pump,”
said Jamshed Khan, 45. “The
water tastes metallic, but we
drink it.”
Even as passing drivers
hold their noses en route to
call-center jobs in the nearby
Delhi satellite of Noida, believing they’ve escaped Dante’s
third ring of hell, Ghazipur
residents speak of opportunity, the city’s allure, liberation
from village pettiness.
“It’s much freer here,” said
Sheikh Abdul Kashid, 60,

framed by the orange hues of a
chemical-induced sunset. “And
I’ve given four children some
education. I could never do
that back home.”
Few issues in India are far
from politics, and garbage is
no exception. Given an energy
shortage, overflowing landfills
and a bid for carbon credits
under the global Kyoto Protocol climate pact, several trashto-energy plants are planned,
including one at 30-year-old
Ghazipur.
Supporters say these will
modernize an inefficient system. Critics say they’re a plot
by hard-line Hindu politicians
to keep down Muslims, would

release even more dioxin and
would destroy rag-picker livelihoods.
Pickers complain that even
now they can’t keep pace with
rising food costs.
“I manage to make enough
to feed us,” said Habibullah, as
a small boy walked by naked
except for flip-flops. “But I can
never get ahead.”
The more ambitious are
no longer content to wait for
belching garbage trucks, so
they head into neighborhoods
to get higher-quality waste
from residents, earning more
money.
“There’s a high probability
they could be middle class in

a generation or two,” Chintan’s
Chaturvedi said. “We can’t
bring miracles. But as Delhi
develops, there’s great need
for even moderately educated
people.”
Out on the campaign trail
a few days before the election, flanked by hundreds of
supporters, candidate Choudhary shook hands, held babies
and touched the feet of elderly
voters, a sign of humility.
“I will continue to work and
spread awareness about rag
picker rights,” he said. “I hope
I’m an inspiration to others.
Can you imagine no one picking up the waste from your
house, even for a day?”

LOFGREN: Attended by only 20 students
According to the SJSU
ASPIRE website, U.S. Department of Education and assists students of low-income
background, first-generation
college students or students
possessing disabilities.
President
Qayoumi expressed disapproval on the
student loan increases for
not only SJSU students but
students all across the nation.
“If the fees go up, then we’re
planting a burden on students,”
Qayoumi said. “I urge students
to get involved because it’s very
important to, not only California or the CSU system, but to the
higher sectors of education in
the U.S.”
Robert Carrera, a sophomore criminology major, said
he attended the event with
Students for Quality Education (SQE) to find out about
the state of student loans
in education.
“I believe (these) issues
with student and faculty are
intertwined,” Carrera said.
“The loan increases could
impact the way students are
educated and how their loans
are received.”
Lofgren noted that the topics of student loan increases
aren’t a Democratic or Republican issue, but a national one
as a whole.
“Normal people in America

don’t want the fee interest to
be doubled,” Lofgren said. “We
need to make education more

affordable for students to go to
college and this is why we need
to keep the heat up.”

If so, please contact us toll free at
(866)242-0905 or email us at

info@steigerwaltlaw.com
YAZ, YASMIN and OCELLA

On April 10, 2012, the FDA “concluded that drospirenone-containing birth control pills may be
associated with a higher risk for blood clots than other progestin-containing pills” and revised
the warning label to “report that some epidemiologic studies reported as high as a three-fold
increase in the risk of blood clots” as compared to other pills. More information about the label
change can be found at www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/ucm299305.htm.
Who We Are

The California law firm of Steigerwalt & Associates is a product liability law firm that cares
about women’s health issues. The firm has lawyers who fight for women suffering from injuries
caused by harmful and defective products, including drugs and medical devices. We want to
help you obtain compensation for your injuries. Speak with one of our lawyers toll-free at
(866) 242-0905.

This Is An Advertisement. The determination of the need for legal services and the choice of a lawyer are extremely important decisions
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being used as part of ad.

4

SpartanDaily.com

SPORTS

Monday, May 7, 2012

SJSU softball team honors seniors after split doubleheader

Spartan senior Lopez ends college career with homer to win first game of series, New Mexico wins second game
by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer

The SJSU softball team split
two games during a doubleheader against New Mexico State on
Saturday in its last Western Athletic Conference season game.
SJSU won the first game with
a score of 1-0 but were shut out
in the second game, with New
Mexico State scoring eight runs
in six innings.
Senior catcher Breanna Lopez
hit a solo home run to win the
game after the Spartans struggled to get hits, recording only
four hits in the first game.
SJSU junior pitcher Amanda
Pridmore allowed five hits but no
runs, and had only four strikeouts compared to New Mexico
freshman pitcher Karysta Donisthorpe’s nine.
Plagued by fly balls and
strikeouts, the Spartans struggled to get on base the entire
series, with a total of eight hits
versus the Aggies’ 17.
Freshman outfielder Michelle
Cox had six hits, claiming three
of the four hits the Spartans had
in the first game.
This past week, Cox was
named to the 2012 Australian
Open Women’s Team that is to
participate in the July International Softball Federation (ISF)
XIII Open Women’s World
Championship in Canada.
The ISF is a non-profit corpo-

New Mexico State junior outfielder Amber Olive collides with SJSU
junior catcher Dorothy Morentin at home during the second game of
Saturday’s doubleheader. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

ration that is recognized by the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) and provides the “official playing rules for international competition,” according to
the ISF website.
In the second game, the Aggies gained control early with a
run scored by freshman outfielder Malena Padilla off an RBI by
freshman infielder Kasey Dodd
in the first inning.
New Mexico scored five runs
off of five hits in the fourth inning with an error by freshman
second basemen Nicole Schultz.
With bases loaded, Schultz
threw to first baseman Cox who
dropped it, allowing freshman
outfielder Chelsea Dohrwardt to
score and move the runners up a
base.

Freshman Staci Rodriguez hit
a sacrifice bunt to score senior
catcher Brittany Clifton to bring
New Mexico 3-0 over SJSU.
With two outs, senior utility
Tiare Jennings homered out to
left field, bringing home Padilla
to advance the Aggies 6-0.
Freshman pitcher Madison
Fish substituted senior Jennifer
Ames who finished with nine
hits, five errors and three strikeouts for 19 at-bats.
Lopez, sophomore infielder
Annica Wolfe and junior outfielder Vanessa House, who hit
four consecutive foul balls on a
full count before hitting a fly ball
out to left field, finished up the
fifth inning with easy outs.
“We are not hitting the ball really well right now — (we’re) not

Teammates congratulate SJSU catcher Breanna Lopez after hitting the game winning home run
against New Mexico State on Saturday at SJSU field. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

going to win many games by getting just one run in 20 innings,”
said Spartan head coach Peter
Turner at a postgame interview.
“Hopefully this will be behind us
as we head to the WAC tournament. I did tell the team that ending this season with a winning
record is a very big positive since
we are a very young team.”

For the remainder of the
game, the Spartans only had two
hits and allowed two more runs
off three hits in the sixth inning
when New Mexico’s Dodd hit a
double to bring Jennings home.
At the end of the second game,
seniors Jennifer Ames, Breanna
Lopez, Amanda Schatz, Lauren
Shanks and Alex Stange were

honored for their final games at
SJSU Field in a ceremony at the
Deanna Mauer Memorial Patio.
The Spartans bumped University of Nevada out of fourth place
in WAC standings and will play
the Wolf Pack on May 9 in the
conference tournament.
Information
from
SJSU
Athletics contributed to this story.

ATHLETICS: SJSU also planning to build state-of-the-art football complex at South Campus

Interim Athletics Director Marie Tuite and President Qayoumi smile
during Friday’s press conference. Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily

FROM PAGE 1
“We’ve been nervous for
a long time because of the
unknown,” she said. “We did
everything we could to put ourselves in a position where the
Mountain West would say ‘yes.’
We tried to mitigate some of
the areas we need help in.”
One those areas that Tuite
said SJSU needs to mitigate is
the athletic facilities, and she
admitted that SJSU is behind
the other schools in the MWC
in that department.
“I was concerned about that
factor because unfortunately
we’re behind the other Mountain West schools,” she said.
“But the fact that our program
is going this way really helps us
carry the day, because you can
change those things.”
That much-needed change is
coming in the form of the North
End Zone Project featuring the
Dick Vermeil Spartan Football
Complex and Bill Walsh Legacy Center, whose final plans

were revealed at Friday’s press
conference.
The 60,000 square-foot,
state-of-the-art facility will be
attached to Spartan Stadium
overlooking the north end zone
and will house athletic training space, a team auditorium
and a room with enhanced
video capabilities, among other
features.
The project is expected to
cost around $15 million and
paid for entirely by donated
funding.
“We have the scope of the
project done,” Tuite said. “We
have the programming that
is going to be in the building
done, and on Wednesday we interview the final four architects
that we want on the project.”
The next step for Spartan
athletics is funding the project,
which they said “will forever
impact the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics.”
“We’ve got to raise the
money, and that is the key,”

Tuite said. “No state dollars
will be used for this facility,
so we have to go out there and
generate.”
Earlier plans for the project had the Bill Walsh Legacy
Center being completed in time
for the 2013 football season,
but Tuite was not optimistic
that would be the case at the
moment.
“We won’t have the building
built by then, although Coach
Mac would love to have it built
next month,” she said. “Certainly going into the Mountain
West gives us a spring board,
but we will know more in the
next few months.”
She acknowledged that with
the official announcement of
SJSU becoming a part of the
MWC, getting funding would
be easier to obtain, but she
said SJSU Athletics is looking
to raise between $15 and $20
million for the project.
“You’ve got to start back.
First, you have to raise the
money before you can look at
when the completion of a building is,” Tuite said. “There have
been a good number of donors
who have said that they want
to wait and see what happens
with the conference.”
Along with the assurance
of a stable conference comes
the added competition of the
MWC, with rivals like Fresno
State, Nevada and Hawaii.
“The Mountain West just
gives us a definite home,” head
football coach Mike MacIntyre
said. “The competition will be
good, no doubt about it, but
I’m not going to say it will be a
drastic jump.”
He said one of the reasons

he felt the MWC invited SJSU to
join the conference was based
on the rivalries the Spartans
have formed with some of the
MWC schools in recent years.
“The traditional rivals — all
the schools know each other,”

he said. “A lot of these teams
we played for 70 or 80 years,
and now you are going to
reunite those traditions again.”
MacIntyre is not looking
past the upcoming 2012 season though, which will be the

school’s last season in the WAC.
“Our goal is to win the WAC
and to be WAC champions,” he
said. “There are seven teams
competing for the WAC championship and they all want to
do the same thing.”
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Jeffery Benson, lead conductor and choral director at
SJSU, conducts both the
West Valley College and
SJSU choirs during rehearsals on Friday. Photo by Derik
Irvin / Spartan Daily

Chamber singers feel the spirit at St. Joseph’s Cathedral
by Greg Nelson
Staff Writer

SJSU Chamber Singers and
Women’s Chorus along with
West Valley College Chamber Singers finished their season at Cathedral Basilica of St.
Joseph’s with their Every Time I
Feel the Spirit concert on Friday.
The choir groups from both
colleges performed classical music whose origins go as far back
as the 1600s in several languages.
Jeffery Benson was the lead
conductor of the event and is
the choral director at SJSU.
“We have three choirs at
(SJSU) for music majors and
for non-music majors … it’s
open to anyone on campus
who wants to sing,” Benson
said. “This is our big culminating concert with the chamber
singers and women’s chorus.”
The concert is also a
chance to raise money for a

charity organization and the audience was encouraged to make
donations throughout the
evening.
“This is our big final concert
and we partnered with Housing
1000, which is a local nonprofit
organization trying to house
1,000 of the Santa Clara county
homeless within the next year,”
Benson said.
He said the singers are
almost all undergraduates at
SJSU.
“All the singers in the choir
are students in the chamber
choir, it’s mostly music majors,”
Benson said. “The women’s
chorus is mostly non music
majors.”
The concert began with the
SJSU Chamber Singers performing four songs and continued
with the SJSU Women’s Chorus
performing three pieces with
three different conductors.
Albert Mabeza, a junior

SJSU junior Andrew Ford sings
his solo piece during West
Valley College’s and SJSU’s rehearsal performance on Friday.
Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan
Daily

music education and vocal
performance major, conducted
the second women’s chorus
piece,“Amani,” and said his first
conducting experience was in
middle school.
“I started conducting when

“I’ve always
looked for
opportunities
to conduct
anywhere I
could.”
– Albert Mabeza, junior
music education/vocal
performance major
I was about 13,” Mabeza said.
“I’ve always looked for opportunities to conduct anywhere I could whether church,
community college, even in
high school I (conducted), so
once I got to San Jose State it

became just one of those things
for me.”
After graduation, Malbeza
said he would like to teach
high school choirs and possibly
church choirs.
“There’s nothing like a live
performance,” Malbeza said
about the difference between
hearing music from an album
and hearing it live.
The West Valley College Chamber Singers then
performed seven songs, including “Superman,” the only piece
in the concert written in the
21st century.
After a brief intermission,
the SJSU Chamber Singers
came back out and performed
three more pieces before the
combined choirs performed
the final piece of the evening,
“Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit.”
Merina Rainville, a music
education freshman, said she has
been singing since kindergarten.

“This is my first year in the
choir and it is a really (amazing),” Rainville said. “Everyone
who’s in it really enjoys what
they’re doing.”
Rainville wants to work
with children and music after
she graduates from SJSU.
“I really like anything Dr.
Benson picks for choir,” Rainville said. “I like listening to it
too for school, but I like singing
it a lot more.”
Benson suggested classical
music may not be as mainstream as it used to be, but he is
confident that classical music is
still here to stay.
“I think that, believe it or
not, classical music is still alive
and well,” Benson said. “We
have a really, really vibrant music program at San Jose State.
We have over 350 involved in
the music program, so I would
say it’s very active … alive
and well.”

(Re)PRESENT celebrates Asian-American and Pacific Islander talent

Anna Minh-Giang Nguyen performs poetry during South Bay First
Thursdays (Re)Present 2012, a celebration of Asian and Pacific
Islander excellence in performance art, music and poetry at the
Theatre on San Pedro Square in San Jose on Thursday. Photo by
Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

by Rebecca Duran
Staff Writer

The small space in the Theatre on San Pedro Square was
packed and full of energy as
South Bay First Thursdays
hosted (Re)PRESENT, an Asian
and Pacific Islander talent show
on Thursday.
The event attracted about
150 people, some of them
standing by the bar or sitting on the staircase in the
small room.
South Bay First Thursdays
is a nonprofit organization that
works with Asian-Americans
for community involvement.
“We really try to engage the
general population on Asian/
Pacific Islander issues because,
generally, they’re not very
well-known,” said Ken Wong,
a South Bay First Thursdays
organizer. “We cover health

issues, social issues, tradition, culture, or any number of
different aspects.”
Wong said one of those
aspects includes appearance in
the media, music and the arts.
He said they give Asians
and Pacific Islanders a chance
to come on stage every year
to a crowd that’s supportive
of them.
Wong said the group consists of only six organizers— all
volunteers — who do this in
their free time, funding their
events all through donations.
Another organizer, Alex Lin,
said he thinks the organization is a resource for South Bay
Asians and Pacific Islanders.
“We put on events in all
cities in the South Bay — we
just try to provide the space in
which we can have discussions
on these topics that folks may
not talk about,” he said.
The event included musi-

cal, spoken-word and dance
performances.
Performers included Pacific Soul, Anna Minh-Giang,
Rabiah Khalid, Corey Wolffs,
Pikmin Crew, Christna Sot,
Thao Nguyen, Alex Carbonel
and Soulful Obsession.
Comic storyteller Thao
Nguyen, a San Francisco
resident, was invited to perform at the event after one of
the organizers saw her perform
at UC Berkeley.
“I’ve been doing solo performance
slash
comedic
storytelling since 2007,” she
said.
Her performance included
recounts of racial stereotyping
from non-Asian friends and an
encounter on the street with
an elderly white man who told
her and her friends “to just go
home.”
Poet Christsna Sot, an
Oakland resident, said he was
invited by Wong to do a

spoken-word performance at
the event.
“I didn’t know what to
expect,” he said. “I didn’t know
much about South Bay First
Thursday. By the first performance, I was blown away
by the level of creativity and
level of talent of the people on
stage.”
Sot read two poems, one
about his friend who used to
be self-conscience of her body
and one about his racial identity at home and in public.
Corey Wolffs, a Filipinoborn violinist adopted by a
German and Irish couple, was
asked to perform after playing
an open mic in San Francisco,
Wolffs, a classically trained
violinist who has been playing
for 20 years, said he decided
to get back into playing with
music from our generation.
“I decided to look into pop
music not because it’s popular,
but because it is the musical

language of my generation,” he
said. “I like to rethink it.”
Wolffs played several pop
songs,
including
Ne-Yo’s
“Closer”, Notorious B.I.G.’s
“Big Poppa” and The Wanted’s
“Glad You Came,” all to an ecstatic reception.
“It’s great for them to have
this space to come together,”
said San Jose resident Wendy
Nguyen. “It was really good.”
San Jose resident Justin
Nguyen also said he enjoyed
the performance.
“It was bigger and better
than last year,” he said. “It’s
really expanding and I appreciate all the new talent coming
in.”
San Jose resident Cam Bui
said a couple of her friends

“It’s great for
them to have this
space to come
together.”
– Justin Nguyen
San Jose resident
were organizers for the event
and invited her to come.
“I’m so glad they did,”
she said. “I had no idea
such talent existed in this
community. It made me laugh,
it made me cry.”
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California, U.S. to bank millions in taxes on Facebook IPO
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

SAN FRANCISCO — California has a friend who’s about
to write a heft y personal check
that could help ease the state
budget crunch.
Mark
Zuckerberg,
the
27-year-old founder and chief
executive of Facebook Inc.,
may have to pay the state $189
million in taxes after the Menlo Park, Calif., social networking company’s initial public
offering of stock in two weeks,
according to calculations from
PrivCo, which researches private companies. The IPO could
value Facebook at $96 billion.
The federal government will
be in the money too, collecting an estimated $714 million
in federal income taxes from
Zuckerberg.
PrivCo calculated the windfalls using the high end of
Facebook’s pricing range for its
IPO of $35 a share. PrivCo expects Facebook to price its IPO
as high as $40 a share, which
would add tens of millions
more to California and the federal government’s coffers.

“The funds are badly needed
as California continues to suffer from budget deficits and
could not have come at a better time for the state,” said Sam
Hamadeh, PrivCo’s founder
and CEO.
And that’s just the payout
from Zuckerberg. The windfall
for California from all of the
insiders cashing in on the IPO
could net the state hundreds of
millions more, Hamadeh said.
“More taxes will come due
as more shares are sold beginning in December and well
into 2013 after the traditional
180-day post-IPO ‘lock-up’ period expires,” he said. That’s
when employees can sell even
more shares, resulting in new
capital gains taxes to California — and the IRS — with each
new stock sale.
Facebook executives tailed
by camera crews met with
the company’s underwriters
in New York on Friday to prepare for its investor road show,
which begins Monday.
Facebook, which plans
to list its stock on the Nasdaq Stock Market under the
symbol FB, will hold a series

of meetings around the country with institutional investors
such as mutual funds, hedge
funds and pension funds.
On Thursday, the company
posted a glossy video on the
Web outlining its presentations to investors.
If all goes as planned during the road show, bankers and
executives will sit down May
17 to price the stock, which begins trading the next day.
Facebook got a “buy” recommendation Friday from
Wedbush Securities Inc. and
a target price of $44. Michael
Pachter, an analyst at Wedbush in Los Angeles, gave
Facebook its first rating since
it announced plans Thursday to sell shares in a range
of $28 to $35.
“At these prices, demand
for Facebook shares will likely
outstrip supply, and we expect
the shares to trade up,” Pachter
said in a note to investors.
“We think that given the
huge upside potential for revenue and earnings growth, a
$44 target price is warranted.”
Pachter said he expected
the growth in the already huge

number of Facebook users
would drive higher advertising revenue, and that mobile
advertising would play an important role in capturing more
ad dollars. He’s also bullish
on the revenue Facebook gets
from taking a cut of digital
goods sold on its site through
Zynga and other companies.
Facebook keeps as much as 30
percent of the transactions.
California is hoping that
Facebook will have a “Google
effect” on the state’s economy.
Capital gains tax receipts from
stock sales rose to $54 billion
in 2005 from $39.7 billion in
2004, the year Google Inc. went
public, according to Franchise
Tax Board figures.
When Facebook executives
and employees cash in shares,
the state takes a 10 percent cut
of the profits.
In February, California legislative analyst Mac Taylor became the first state official to
estimate what Facebook’s big
Wall Street debut could mean
for California’s ailing budget.
He said the IPO could pump
nearly $2.5 billion into state
coffers in the next five years.
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SoCal Doctor says
through studies
he’s found G spot
Wire Service

LOS ANGELES — Like so
many explorers before him,
Dr. Adam Ostrzenski has
long dreamed of finding a
piece of elusive territory with
a reputation for near-mythic
powers.
Ostrzenski’s quarry is the
G spot, the long-conjectured
trigger for enhancing female
orgasm. And in an article
published Wednesday by the
Journal of Sexual Medicine,
the semi-retired Florida gynecologist declared that he had
found it.
To do so, Ostrzenski conducted a postmortem examination of an 83-year-old
woman in Warsaw Medical
University’s Department of
Forensic Medicine. Unlike the
United States, which strictly
regulates the research use of
cadavers, Poland allows the
dissection of human remains
soon after death, when fine
distinctions in tissue remain
easy to see.
Inspecting the six distinct
layers of tissue that make
up a woman’s vaginal wall,
Ostrzenski said, he uncovered small, grape-like clusters of erectile tissue housed
in a sac less than one centimeter across — “a deep, deep
structure” nestled between
the vaginal wall’s fifth layer,
the endopelvic fascia, and
its sixth, the dorsal perineal
membrane.
The dissection took seven
hours for the Poland-trained
physician and anatomist,
who said the first principles
of medicine — “first you have
to establish the anatomy”
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— prompted him to undertake the study. If confirmed
by further investigation, he
said, he hopes his fi nding will
help rewrite female anatomy
books.
But his study quickly
touched off a scientific and
political tempest among the
small camp of experts in female sexual health.
In some corners, Ostrzenski’s
study is cause for celebration.
To have isolated a unique
structure capable of boosting
women’s orgasmic powers
should lay to rest the doubts
of those who question its existence, said sexual medicine
specialist Dr. Andrew Goldstein, director of the Centers
for Vulvovaginal Disorders in
Annapolis, Md.
Others, however, are crying foul. Ostrzenski’s report
not only fails to support his
grand claim of a “new discovery” but falls prey to the
all-too-common urge to simplify women’s sexuality, said
Beverly Whipple, the Rutgers
University sexologist who
popularized the name “G
spot” as coauthor of a 1982
book on the subject.
Laying out a bundle of
poorly defined tissues and
calling them the G spot likens women’s powers of sexual pleasure to the “on-off
switch” that better describes
men’s sexuality, Whipple
said. In suggesting he has
found and characterized the
exact structure that boosts
the intensity of orgasm
in women, Ostrzenski ignores research that suggests
there is no single magical
“spot” that does all that, she
added.
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ACROSS
1 The ﬁrst or
last one can
be a doozy
5 Washington
transit system
(with “the”)
10 “___ you
were here!”
14 Fairy-tale
bear
15 Archer’s
weapon
16 Jodie in a
1999 epic set
in Asia
17 X or Y line on
a graph
18 Complex
decorative
pattern
19 Cookout in
Honolulu
20 “Hollywood
Squares”
basis
22 Blouse
accompanier,
often
23 ___ Beta
Kappa
24 Babble
26 Angler’s
hooks
30 Multicolored
cat
32 Zionist’s
homeland
34 “I’ve got a
mule, her
name is ___”
35 They may
be tipped in
acknowledgment
39 Sit-down
occasion
40 Anti-knock
additive
42 Repeat what
you heard
43 Actor
Giamatti
5/7

44 Astonishment
45 Spanish wine
47 Letting off
the throttle
(with “up”)
50 Vegetable
spreads
51 Mapped out
54 Roman
greeting
56 Native
Hawkeye
57 North Sea
catch of the
day
63 Perjuring
witness
64 Change
pants?
65 “American
___”
66 ___ the
Red (Norse
explorer)
67 Allow to
enter
68 Playoff disappointment
69 A brother of
Abel
70 “Saying it
___ thing,
doing ...”
71 Support for a
backyard tire
DOWN
1 Bit of marital
friction, e.g.
2 Airport/hotel
connection
3 “War and
Peace,” e.g.
4 Bygone days
5 Fire starter
6 Titillating
7 Quartet
when one’s
out sick
8 Employ a
therapeutic
technique
9 Have liabilities

10 Thing taught
in obedience
school
11 Alaska native
12 “Grrr!” is one
13 ___ cuisine
21 Vaulted
church wing
22 Biological
pocket
25 Small streams
26 Ribbonlike
fabric
27 Aboard an
ocean liner
28 German Mrs.
29 Podiatrist’s
concern
31 Disturbingly
pale
33 Apartment
renter’s
agreement
36 Ten square
chains
37 “Comin’ ___
the Rye”
(Robert
Burns poem)
38 Asian restaurant sauces
41 Plays with
one’s thumbs,

in a way
46 Groundbreaking
farmer
48 ___ Arbor,
Mich.
49 Knuckled
under
51 Laundry accumulations
52 Department
and river of
France
53 Anticipate
55 “From the
Earth to
the Moon”
author Jules
58 ___ von
Bismarck
59 Delta
accumulation
60 Sneaker
output
61 Blow, as a
game
62 “Can I get
you anything
___?”
64 “Float like
a butterﬂy”
boxer
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FOOT REGIMENT By Alice Walker

Seau’s death must lead
to change in NFL
This column
appears
every
Monday
As a fan of football, I have always been a fan of violent hits.
The sight of a middle linebacker decking a poor, helpless quarterback is always
fun to see, whether I’m in the
stands cheering for my team at
home watching the game.
Football is an inherently violent sport because of the big
hits and that is part of what
makes it fun to watch.
However, with the recent
tragic death of former star
linebacker Junior Seau, the
National Football League may
have to change its outlook on
the vicious tackles that I love
to watch.
Last week on Wednesday,
the former 12-time pro-bowl
linebacker shot himself in the
chest in his home in Oceanside,
Calif. in what has been ruled
a suicide.
Seau was only 44 years old.
Seau’s death is another
tragic name on a growing list
of former NFL players who
have committed suicide recently due to possible brain
damage associated with head
trauma from NFL hits.
Last April, former Atlanta
Falcons safety Ray Easterling
committed suicide at age 62.
Easterling
was
suffering from dementia, a mental
condition more commonly
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associated with men who are
20 years older.
The most troubling death
in recent memory was that of
former Chicago Bears safety
Dave Duerson, who specifically shot himself in the chest
in his suicide to save his brain
for medical research, according to a Chicago Tribune
article.
According to a study done
by Boston University, Duerson
was also suffering from neurological damage associated
with NFL style concussions.
Serious head trauma isn’t
just associated with older, professional football players.
According to an article
by Medline Plus, a government health website, in 2011
14 cases of high school and
youth football players sustaining serious, long lasting head
trauma injuries.
This is the highest tally in
25 years.
It’s a troubling trend and
one the league and fans cannot
turn a blind eye to anymore.
Football has evolved quite a
bit since the early days of leatherheads and pigskin footballs.
While protection has gotten better with more pads and
stronger helmets, the game
has also evolved and is faster
and more explosive than ever
before.
The NFL players of today
are bigger and stronger than
ever, using various nutritional
supplements and extreme
training regimens to put them
in the best shape possible to be

able to take and deal the most
damage.
While the technology to
protect players has evolved
quite a bit, it has not caught
up to the speed and power at
which players currently play
at in the NFL.
Commissioner Roger Goodell
has done things such as set
sanctions against tackles that
lead with the helmet and

stricter penalties for actively
malicious hits (as evidenced
by the recent suspensions
of New Orleans Saints players involved in the bounty
scandal).
However, the NFL is going
to need to change more in order to protect its players from
future head trauma problems.
Admittedly, I used to
be a fan who was against

these penalties the league
enforced.
It took away the big tackles
and hits that I loved so much
about football. I figured NFL
players were getting paid well
enough to cover whatever
health problems they face during the game, so what was the
big deal?
I simply thought, ‘These
guys know this is a violent
sport. They know what they
are getting themselves into, so
they play at their own risk.’
But what I have realized
is we, including the scientists
who study head trauma, don’t
know the true extent of how
badly these violent hits affect
these players.
Simply put, as Andy Staples
of Sports Illustrated writer said
about Seau’s death, “the NFL has
lost the benefit of the doubt.”
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With the evolution of the
sport, in terms of the speed
and power of its players, the
technology and protection for
them must now exponentially
evolve to protect players from
themselves and similar fates
such as Seau’s.
I’m not saying the game
should be dumbed down to flag
football, but players do need to
protect themselves more than
ever. The league must be at
the forefront of protecting the
players’ health.
At the end of the day, as
much as I love the violence
of this sport, things are going
to have to change in order to
keep players safe.
Going forward, the lives
of its players need to be protected because no one wants to
see another tragic life cut short
like Seau’s.

Employers should carefully screen applicants during interview process
by
Christian
Gin
Staff Writer

When it comes to hiring
someone, employers should be
careful who they choose.
ESPN columnist Sarah
Phillips was fired from her
position on Tuesday, May 1
for concealing her true identity and potentially scamming
others in the process.
Phillips was initially a
writer for Covers.com, a
website that contains gambling analyses and advice
on bets.
When writing for Covers.
com, her early posts intro-

duced herself to the world of
gambling and contained stories about her life.
These articles had pictures
showing her having fun, but
people became suspicious because the photos didn’t look
like they matched the same
person.
Because Phillips’ profile
and background did not look
consistent, people thought
she was an impostor.
ESPN eventually picked
her up to become the writer
of their segment called “ESPN
Playbook.”
The issue I have with this
is how ESPN failed to do a
deeper background check on
Phillips.
From the pictures she revealed on Covers, it seemed

like she was an attractive upand-coming writer.
The incidents outside of
Covers and ESPN are what
tainted her reputation.
Reportedly coming from an
article on Deadspin.com, two
instances of scamming were
exposed.
A 19-year-old named “Ben”
created the Facebook page
known as “NBA Memes,”
where people can post comical captions on NBA photos.
Phillips teamed up with
another friend, named Nilesh
Prasad, to help scam Ben out
of NBA Memes.
Prasad and Phillips made
claims that Ben could work
for them through a new website because of his potential in
creating traffic and popularity.
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The scamming plan worked
— they told Ben to hand them
administrative privileges on
the Facebook NBA Memes
page, saying that there were
potential problems that needed
to be fixed.
Prasad and Phillips then
tried to make the fans of the
NBA Memes page switch
over to their own page called
“Sports Comedy Network.”
Ben eventually found that
his admin powers were removed and the page he once
created became something
out of his control.
Phillips’ dishonesty is further shown by another act of
scamming.
Phillips asked for money
from a producer named “Matt.”
He agreed, but asked her to use

the money to build advertisements on his website.
Instead of using the money
for advertising, Phillips ended
up gambling it for her own
selfish use, scamming him in
the process.
ESPN fired Phillips immediately after the Deadspin.
com article was released with
the in-depth report about her.
The NBA Memes Facebook
page is back under Ben’s control since the firing.
ESPN should have fully researched her background and
not just based their decision
on what she wrote for Covers.
Phillips was inconsistent
with who she was, keeping
others guessing about her.
It is horrible to think that
Ben and Matt’s money would

have been taken by something
that Phillips started.
Any employer should not
just hire someone because
they look attractive and their
articles are well-written.
Employers need to look
into previous records to make
sure that others do not have
multiple identities like Phillips did.
Looks can be deceiving, and
Phillips played ESPN into hiring her.
While plenty of people can
execute their work to perfection, their true colors might
be hidden.
Employers should be sure
this kind of activity doesn’t
happen among their employees by being more cautious
during the hiring process.

Opinion Page Policy
Letters to the editor may be placed in
the letters to the editor box in the Spartan
Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room
209, sent by fax to (408) 924-3282, emailed to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com or the
Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose, CA
95192-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number,
signature and major. Letters become proper-

ty of the Spartan Daily and may be edited for
clarity, grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Spartan Daily, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication or SJSU. The Spartan
Daily is a public forum.
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Vesak commemorates Buddha’s
birthday with celebration of life
by Angelisa Ross
Staff Writer

A peaceful garden filled
with religious statues, fountains and colorful lotus lanterns set the scene for Buddha’s
birthday.
Hung Truong, a member
of the Lieu Quan Buddhist
Cultural Center in San Jose,
said each of us has a baby Buddha inside of us and by practicing the teaching of the Buddha,
one’s inner Buddha will grow.
“Its just one way of reminding you how when Buddha
come to the world it was to help
other human being,” said Truong.
The lunar holiday Vesak,
commemorates the life, death
and teaching of the Buddha and
is usually in May, but varies
based on country according to
Truong.
The Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural Center located on Clayton
Road decided to celebrate this
year’s festivities in a more intimate setting.
The outside temple was
decorated with the Buddhist
flag, colorful lanterns and a de-

“The celebration
reminds us of
the importance
of Buddha life.”
-Reverend Gerald Sakamoto
San Jose Buddhist Church

tailed shrine to commemorate
the birth of the Buddha.
There was a big golden
statue of the Buddha in the
center of the yard which was
decorated with colorful, fruit
flowers and incense.
During the ceremony, there
was music, chanting and some
people offered incense to the
Buddha.
According to the tradition, incenses, flowers and
fruits are beautiful and created
by nature therefore it is used
in the creation of the shrine
said Ven Chon an abbot of the
temple.
“We consider today a very
special day for Buddhism,” said
Brandon Nguyn member of Lieu
Quan Temple.
According to the lunar
calendar, Buddha was born
2,556 years ago and last Saturday, May 5, was the exact day of
his birth said Nguyn.
For the past 10 years the
temple has been celebrating the
holiday at San Jose City Hall,
but this year opted to celebrate
this special day in the comfort
of their temple instead of the
city hall.
“The celebration reminds
us of the importance of the
Buddha life,” said Gerald
Sakamoto, reverend at the San
Jose Buddhist church.
According to Sakamoto, the
holiday is usually observed
by the southern Buddhist
tradition.
The way Vesak is celebrated
depends on the tradition he said.
The Buddhist church located on the corner of forth
and Taylor streets celebrates
Vesak during three different days throughout the year

Sakamoto said.
He said they observe the
Buddha’s birth in April, the
day the Buddha reached full
enlightenment
in
December and they observe a day in
February to remember the Buddha’s death.
Different nationalities celebrate the holiday in different
ways, some people celebrate
it with a large gathering of
people, where they mainly listened to special speakers and
share meals.
Approximately, 500 people were in attendance at the
Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural
Center.
Chon, an abbot, the leader
within the temple, is an SJSU
alumnus majored in psychology
and sociology.
One of the main objectives
of the ceremony is to spread
the wisdom and compassion from the teachings of the
Buddha, said Chon.
According to Truong, reminding Buddhists of the five
precepts are highly important
and apart of the ceremony as
well.
The five precepts are to not
kill, steal, lie, cheat on a spouse
or do anything that will harm
the body.
After the ceremony, visitors took pictures in front of
the shrine and participated in
the tradition of bathing the
Buddha, which symbolizes
cleansing the mind and body
according to Truong.
“He’s (Buddha) the father of the monks, that’s
why we celebrate him,” said
Brandon Nuygn, a member of
the Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural
Center.

A high ranking monk walks to the ceremonial platform during the Buddhist religious holiday Vesak that
celebrates the birth, life and enlightenment of Buddha at the Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural Center in San
Jose on Saturday. Photo By Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

Children at the temple hold vases of flowers in honor of Buddha during the Buddhist religious holiday Vesak celebrating the birth, life and
enlightenment of Buddha at the Lieu Quan Buddhist Cultural Center
in San Jose on Saturday. Photo By Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

A statue of the baby Buddha
stands alongside the stage during Vesak on Saturday. Photo By
Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

